It's all downhill from here. What started as a year of optimism has turned into what some describe as a supertough economic situation despite contrary reports.
2007 is being seen as the financial high point for U.S. hospitals, with 2008 bringing a gloomy outlook. After record profits in 2007, this year is bringing layoffs and dwindling investment returns. "This is just the beginning. I think it's going to get worse before it gets better," says Leo Brideau, left, of the Columbia St. Mary's system in Milwaukee.